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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Examiner indicates: 

Claims 1-13 recite, inter alia, an integrated circuit having an internal 
circuit and an external terminal for communicating between the internal circuit 
and circuitry external to the integrated circuit, the external terminal for receiving a 



Express Mail Mailing Label No.: EL 994821965 US 
Date of Deposit with USPS: October 29. 2004 

Person making Deposit: Christopher Hauahton 



Serial No. 10/690,496 



supply voltage from the circuitry external to the integrated circuit, comprising a 
device for isolating the internal circuit from the external terminal, the device 
having control circuitry for sensing a short in the internal circuit and outputting a 
control signal in response thereto, the control circuitry including circuitry for 
sensing current drawn by the internal circuit exceeding a predetermined threshold 
and for outputting the control signal in response thereto, the control circuitry 
including a first transistor having a source coupled to a supply terminal, a gate 
coupled to an output terminal, and a drain coupled to a control signal terminal; a 
first resistive device coupled between the supply terminal and the output terminal; 
a second resistive device coupled between the control signal terminal and a 
reference voltage bond pad; a second transistor having a source coupled to the 
supply terminal, a gate, and a drain coupled to the control signal terminal; and an 
inverter coupled between the control signal terminal and the gate of the second 
transistor; and circuitry for sensing the voltage applied to the internal circuit. 

The art of record does not disclose the above limitations, nor would it be 
obvious to modify the art of record so as to include the above limitations. 

Applicants concur with the reasons as stated by the Examiner insofar as they comprise a 
summary, and are exemplary and not limiting. However, the independent claims as allowed 
include other and different language than that specified by the Examiner, and the allowed 
dependent claims include other and further features and elements. Accordingly, the scope of the 
claims must be determined from the literal language of each as a whole, as well as equivalents 



thereof. 
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